d
] il

4

o , o l day} o .
> e " 9”-’, JUED)&JSJJUD&“"‘ ) Ve

;l‘{l[lllf‘vl!h' 1AD0 t,»“”}\.&} By Tom Kirvan

WITCH

VISITORS GLADLY STEP INTC
OF SALEM HAUNTED HAPPENINGS
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A’?nonth-ﬁbng celebration, Salem Haunted Happenings has
become America’s most famous Halloween-centric évent,
featuring torch-lit parades, chilling ghost tours, and historic
maritime thrills in a Massachusetts city defined by lay\/érsd‘
history. This year's festival will be staged October 1-31, comin
to a climax on the ultimate bewitching night of Halloween.

Located some 15 miles northeast of Boston on the > ‘; % = 2 % 2= % =
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Massachusetts coast, Salem was once cloaked in darkness as { - ﬁ;&‘ St = % é;@g, =5 =
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after a group of young girls claimed to have been possessed by
the Devil and accused several local women of witchcraft.
’ The resulting hysteria spread throughout the community,
prompting a special court to be convened to hear the cases. !
Nineteen defendants - mostly women - were convicted of . '
witchcraft and hanged, while some 150 more men, women,
and children were accused over the next several months until ‘
public opinion turned against the legal proceedings.
The painful legacy of the Salem Witch Trials lasted well
into the 20th century and served as the impetus for playwright
Arthur Miller to dramatize the events of 1692 in his 1953 play,
..z~ “The Crucible,” which paralleled the anti- Communls’t‘"ﬁntch X
“ < - hunts” led by Senator Joseph McCarthy in the 1950s. A%
i1 For centuries, this legacy was a somber shadow over the ;
town. However, by the late 20th century, the city began to . [
= reclaim its narrative and is a desirable place to live along TR ,
E the Atlantic coas'F. In 1982, the Salem Chamber of Commerce A SALEM CON N ECT'ONS FO
and the Salem Witch Museum launched the very first Salem k PR'MERUS MEMBERS
Haunted Happenings. It was a modest, family-friendly e,
weekend event designed to boost tourism during the autumn
season and reportedly attracted some 50,000 celebrants.

The concept exploded in popularity in succeeding years, located in Boston Specializing BB
eventually expanding into a massive, city-wide, 31-day festival law constructié)n law ‘educatiomim
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that embr‘aces both the fantas.tlcal fun of Halloween and the employment, estate planning, mergers&
somber history of the Witch Trials.

acquisitions, real estate law, and more.
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Primerus has a member law firm in
Massachusetts, Rudolph Friedmann LLP,

- Image credit: AndTheyTravel (2020 October 20).-The Witch House Sign in Front Black
- . 3 - Salem Witch Trials Home-Dark Haunted House Dark Wood Residential [Photograph].
‘ Shutterstogk. Retrieved October 26, 2026 from Shutterstock



https://www.primerus.com/law-firm/rudolph-friedmann-llp/boston-ma
https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/salem-massachusetts-october-20-2020-witch-2523545689
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Organlzers ofSa Hau -a'
the celebration a: pellbinding event
_ diverse range of acti ms"%e you entertaine
. They invite visit o “immerse yourse s’f

 visiting the nunféfous mus”"'"‘t at:

“Salem’s intrigu
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adventures,” organ ers insist. “Dlscdv tthéﬂ;ture ]
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