
‘DAY OF THE DEAD’ EVENTS SWEEP 
ACROSS SAN ANTONIO
No city in the United States embraces the rich cultural 
heritage of Día de los Muertos quite like San Antonio, Texas, 
the home of the Alamo. 

Recognized by National Geographic as the host of one of 
the largest and most authentic Day of the Dead celebrations 
in the country, San Antonio transforms each autumn into a 
kaleidoscope of marigolds, music, and memory. By merging 
historic Mexican customs with a special Texas flair, the city 
has created an unforgettable cultural experience that honors 
the past while celebrating the beauty of life. 

Spanning October 3 to November 2, the month-long 
festivities unite locals and visitors in a joyful honoring of 
ancestors. The undisputed anchor of the city’s celebrations 
is Muertos Fest, which takes place at the Hemisfair, the 40-
acre downtown urban district and park system, from October 
23-25. This free, three-day outdoor extravaganza attracts 
more than 100,000 attendees and serves as a profound 
community gathering space centered around an expansive 
display of 80 handmade altars (ofrendas). Lovingly crafted 
by families, artists, and schools, these altars are decorated 
with photographs, personal mementos, and sugar skulls to 
welcome back the souls of the departed.

The festival vibrates with energy across five performance 
stages hosting live music, poetry, and storytelling, alongside 
a bustling Muertos Mercado featuring handcrafted art from 
more than 75 vendors.

Another crown jewel of the season is the Day of the Dead 
River Parade on Friday, Oct. 23. Thousands of spectators line 
the downtown San Antonio River Walk to witness a dazzling 
flotilla of more than two-dozen elaborately decorated river 
barges. Each illuminated float carries costumed riders, 
traditional dancers, and vibrant Catrina skeletal figures, 
glowing against the nighttime waters in a stunning display of 
artistry and folklore.

At Historic Market Square, the Día de los Muertos Cultural 
Celebration spills into every corner of downtown on Saturday, 
Oct. 24. Visitors can take self-guided tours, watch the Las 
Monas cultural dance procession, and participate in sugar 
skull workshops.
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Beyond the major downtown events, the festival’s 
spirit radiates throughout the city of 1.5 million 
residents. The San Antonio Botanical Garden hosts 
the Jardin de las Catrinas daily through November 2, 
featuring monumental, 16-foot skeleton sculptures 
amidst thousands of blooming marigolds. 

While the festival takes center stage, October also 
is the prime season to explore San Antonio’s historic 
and trendy destinations under cooler autumn skies. 
The seventh-largest city in the U.S., San Antonio 
is one of the most culturally rich destinations in 
the American Southwest, charming visitors with its 
blending of Spanish, Mexican, and Texan heritage. 
Here are a few must-see attractions:
	• The Alamo: Located in the heart of the downtown, 

this 18th-century Spanish mission-turned-fortress 
became the solemn stage for the pivotal 1836 
battle during the Texas Revolution when some 200 
Texan Army soldiers tried in vain to hold off more 
than 2,000 Mexican troops.

	• The San Antonio River Walk: Flowing right beneath 
street level, the River Walk is a picturesque urban 
waterway lined with towering bald cypress trees, 
lively restaurants, and artisan shops. Visitors can 
stroll alongside the scenic stone pathways or 
climb aboard a narrated river cruise to soak in the 
architecture and festive atmosphere that makes this 
destination the beating heart of downtown nightlife.

	• Tower of Americas: Built in 1968 to celebrate San 
Antonio’s 250th anniversary, the 750-foot-high 
structure is Texas’s highest observation deck, 
offering 360-degree vistas of the city and its 
surroundings. It served as the centerpiece of the 
1968 World Fair.

	• San Antonio Missions National Historical Park:  
For a deeper dive into the region’s colonial 
footprint, head south to this expansive UNESCO 
World Heritage Site featuring four spectacular 
18th-century Spanish frontier missions. 
Connected by a scenic hike-and-bike trail, these 
active parishes showcase stunning baroque 
architecture and ancient engineering marvels like 
the Espada Aqueduct.

	• The Historic Pearl District: Once home to Texas’s 
largest brewery, The Pearl has evolved into a 
vibrant pedestrian village celebrating culinary 
innovation and local craft. The beautifully restored 
industrial complex features a central green lawn, 
independent boutiques, and exceptional dining 
experiences spearheaded by the Culinary Institute 
of America.
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