
SWISS CITY SERVES AS SUMMER 
HOTSPOT FOR WORLD-CLASS EVENT
One of the most picturesque places in the world, the Swiss 
city of Lucerne is celebrated for its stunning alpine setting, 
preserved medieval architecture, and dramatic waterfront 
location at the edge of Lake Lucerne and the Reuss River. 

With its pastel-hued buildings, cobblestone squares, 
and backdrop of snow-capped peaks, the city of 82,000 
residents is also home to one of the world’s most 
renowned classical music events – the Lucerne Festival, 
which is traditionally staged from mid-August to mid-
September each year.

The 2026 version of the Lucerne Festival officially began 
on August 13 and will conclude September 13, featuring the 
theme “American Dreams.” As such, the Lucerne Festival 
will explore the diverse soundscapes of the United States, 
including jazz, minimalism, and symphonic traditions. 

Some of the notable guest soloists who have taken 
turns sharing the musical spotlight include: Martha 
Argerich (piano), Cecilia Bartoli (mezzosoprano), Augustin 
Hadelich (violin), Anne-Sophie Mutter (violin), Yuja Wang 
(piano), Yo-Yo Ma (cello), and Hilary Hahn (violin).

This year’s programming spans more than 120 events, 
featuring the Lucerne Festival Orchestra, the Budapest 
Festival Orchestra, the Czech Philharmonic, and the 
Dresden Festival Orchestra among a host of other musical 
groups and solo artists.

Known as the “Music Capital of Switzerland,” Lucerne 
is the site of one of the great concert venues in Europe 
– the Culture and Congress Centre Lucerne (KKL), an 
architecturally stunning facility featuring a massive, 
cantilevered roof. Located on the shores of Lake Lucerne, 
KKL is renowned for its pristine acoustic design and has 
seating for nearly 2,000 concertgoers.

Founded in 1938 by conductor Arturo Toscanini and 
writer Walter Schulthess, the Lucerne Festival was created 
as a peaceful artistic response to the political unrest that 
was engulfing Europe and the Far East at the time. 

Lucerne, of course, was a sanctuary for legendary 
composers like Richard Wagner and Sergei Rachmaninoff. 
Wagner lived in the Tribschen district of Lucerne from 
1866 to 1872. A German composer and theorist, Wagner 
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helped revolutionize opera by unifying music, poetry, and 
the visual arts. Rachmaninoff, one of the last great Romantic 
composers and one of the finest pianists in the world, fled to 
the U.S. from Russia in 1918 but spent many of his summers 
from 1932 to 1939 at his villa on Lake Lucerne where it is said 
that he found his creative spark.

In addition, Lucerne is home to the Lucerne Symphony 
Orchestra, the oldest symphony orchestra in Switzerland, 
founded in 1806. It is the orchestra-in-residence of the KKL 
and also acts as the opera orchestra for the Lucerne Theatre.

When there is a break in the music-fest, visitors to 
Lucerne should treat themselves to a host of sightseeing 
attractions. Among the top sights are the 14th-century 
Chapel Bridge, the poignant Lion Monument, the historic Old 
Town with its painted buildings, and nearby Mount Pilatus.
	• Europe’s oldest covered wooden bridge, the Chapel 

Bridge dates back to the 1300s and features beautiful 
paintings under its roof.  Attached to the Chapel Bridge is 
the Water Tower, an imposing stone edifice that formerly 
served as a prison, torture chamber, and treasury – a 
jarring blend of extreme antiquity and the dark, terrifying 
uses it served throughout history. 

	• A historical landmark, the Lion Monument is a massive 
sandstone sculpture of a dying lion, carved to honor 
the Swiss Guards who died in 1792 during the French 
Revolution. The monument serves as a symbol of loyalty 
and bravery, and is celebrated as a masterpiece of 
commemorative art. 

	• Lucerne’s Old Town is a pedestrian-only medieval 
neighborhood famous for its distinctive architecture, 
winding cobblestone streets, and building covered in 
colorful murals. The best way to explore it, according to 
locals, is simply to wander.

	• Mount Pilatus, which rises to nearly 7,000 feet above sea 
level, is known for the world’s steepest cogwheel railway, 
offering sweeping panoramic views of Lake Lucerne 
and the Swiss Alps. It also is deeply tied to medieval 
folklore as a legendary “Dragon Mountain” associated 
with Pontius Pilate, the Roman governor of Judea who 
presided over the trial of Jesus.
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