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Bastille Day

FRENCH HOLIDAY MARKS A FALL :
AND SYMBOLIZES A BEGINNING = _

France seems to hold its breath until July 14, when history,
ceremony, music, and spectacle converge in a celebration
that is both patriotic and deeply public.
Bastille Day, known in France as La Féte Nationale,
commemorates the storming of the Bastille prison on July 14,
1789, a dramatic early moment of the French Revolution. The
fortress-prison had become a symbol of royal authority, and
its fall came to represent the people’s challenge to absolute
monarchy. Today, the holiday honors not only that uprising
but also the ideals that followed: liberty, citizenship, and the
republic itself.
Much like the Fourth of July in America, Bastille Day
is a public holiday in France, celebrated nationwide with
festivities that include fireworks, parades, and Earties. >
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The atmosphere is difficult to separate from the
setting. Paris already possesses a theatrical quality: the
long perspectives of Haussmann boulevards, the pale
stone facades, the river reflecting gold light at sunset.

On Bastille Day, that drama intensifies. People stake out
spots hours early near the Trocadéro, Pont de Bir-Hakeim,
and the lawns around the Eiffel Tower. As darkness falls,
the city becomes hushed, then luminous. Fireworks burst
above iron latticework, music rolls across the crowd,

and for a few minutes Paris feels suspended between
revolution and romance.

Attendance varies by year, weather, security rules,
and location. The official parade includes thousands of
participants and draws large crowds along the Champs-
Elysées, while the evening festivities around the Eiffel Tower
attract tens of thousands at the concert and many more
watching from surrounding viewpoints, riverbanks, bridges,
rooftops, and television screens. Across France, the holiday
is national in scale: nearly every major city and countless
smaller towns mark the day with public events.

The economic impact is harder to isolate to one day,
but Bastille Day ctearly contributes to France’s peak ¢
summer tourism season. Hotels, restaurants, river crUi-ses
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Still, the lasting impression of Bastille Day is not
measured only in hotel receipts or restaurant bills. It is
found in the blend of old and new: a revolutionary prison
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