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“'hode Island has a proud and independent history. Founded
in 1636 by Roger Williams, a religious dissenter who was banished

from the Massachusetts Bay Colony, the colony became a haven FaSt FaCtS

for religious freedom and tolerance. It was the first of the original Capital: Providence

thirteen colonies to declare independence from British rule in 1776 Population: 1 million

and the last to ratify the U.S. Constitution. Highest Point: Jerimoth Hill (812 feet)
The state played a significant role in the American Revolution and Motto: Hope

later became a hub of the Industrial Revolution in the 19th century.

With numerous historic towns, preserved colonial architecture, and

centuries-old institutions, Rhode Island continues to celebrate its ) : i

legacy of independence and innovation. . TS A { ) g Y I y
Rhode Island’s economy is a mix ofserwces, manufactunng,\ s / '. W R ! G~ e ; PL

education, and tourism. In the past, the state was a center fortextile. -~ - ;.. L § (- ot oI i

manufacturing and jewelry production. While some traditional 24 - s Mcis Lk ; p A .

industries have declined, others like health care, higher education, . > A 457

and marine have grown. Va7 y £,
Tourism is a major economic driver, particularly in the summer

months when visitors flock to coastal destinations like Newport and

Block Island. The state’s numerous universities, including Brown

University and the Rhode Island School of Design (RISD), contribute

to a vibrant cultural and intellectual atmosphere. il
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