New EU Sanctions and Criminal Liability: Key Changes Under Italian Legislative Decree No. 211/2025
As of 24 January 2026, Italian Legislative Decree No. 211 of 30 December 2025 entered into force, implementing Directive (EU) 2024/1226 on criminal offences and penalties for the violation of Union restrictive measures adopted under the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP).
The decree forms part of the broader EU effort to harmonize national sanctions regimes and to ensure that violations of EU restrictive measures are met with effective, proportionate and dissuasive penalties, applicable to both natural and legal persons.
Legislative objectives
The Italian legislator pursues two main goals:
· aligning the national sanctions framework with EU standards through the introduction of specific criminal offences;
· strengthening deterrence, notably by expanding corporate liability mechanisms.
1. Introduction of new criminal offences into the Italian Criminal Code
The decree introduces several new criminal offences into the Italian Criminal Code aimed at sanctioning conducts in breach of EU restrictive measures. By way of example, the following actions are now criminalized:
· the transfer or making available of funds or economic resources to persons or entities subject to EU restrictive measures, as well as the failure to freeze such assets;
· the conclusion of economic, commercial or financial transactions, in any form and in violation of restrictive measures, with a third State, its bodies, or entities directly owned or controlled by that State;
· imports, exports, purchases, sales, transit or transfers carried out in breach of EU restrictive measures.
The sanctions provided for are particularly severe and, in the most serious cases, include imprisonment from 2 to 6 years, in addition to the confiscation of the proceeds of the offence.
2. Extension of corporate liability (Italian Legislative Decree No. 231/2001)
One of the most significant developments introduced by Legislative Decree No. 211/2025 concerns the extension of corporate liability.
The new criminal offences related to violations of EU restrictive measures have been included among the predicate offences under Legislative Decree No. 231/2001. As a result, where such offences are committed in the interest, or to the advantage of, a legal entity, the entity itself may be held liable.
Sanctions applicable to legal entities
· financial penalties, which may be calculated:
· as a percentage of the entity’s global annual turnover (up to 5%), or
· as fixed amounts, potentially reaching tens of millions of euros;
· disqualifying sanctions, including:
· suspension or prohibition of business activities;
· prohibition on contracting with public authorities;
· exclusion from public benefits, subsidies or incentives.
This framework is clearly designed to ensure effective deterrence also at corporate level and to promote a compliance-driven approach to EU restrictive measures.
3. Practical implications and compliance considerations
For companies – and for the professionals advising them – the reform represents a significant shift in compliance expectations.
In particular, it becomes essential to:
· adopt or update corporate compliance and 231 organizational models addressing sanctions-related risks;
· strengthen due diligence and screening procedures for clients, suppliers and counterparties;
· implement robust controls over payments, financial flows and transactions involving high-risk jurisdictions;
· ensure traceability of decision-making processes and continuous monitoring mechanisms.

