\J'JJJJQ,,

ANNUAL ROW|NE‘E7EH?CELEBRATES
+"5 HERITAGE OF AN E)?TRA'&RDlNARY aTy

Each spring, as the canals of Venice shimmer under the early

summer sun, thousands of rowers from around dthe woﬂd gat

one of the city's'most beloved traditions: the \/’6§%\10nga P L*u
A

Scheduled thmay“ﬁlay’ZA the évent |s‘far more

=it is a vibrant celebration of Venetlan ik,

.

£ 3 herltage commumt‘\) and the'enduring relatlonshlp between ih'e°
,_‘l C|tyfand4ts waterways e 7

/4
‘nlnke cbmpetltﬁ/e races drlvenszpeeJ and ‘medals, f’he

/ g& ;J/og‘alﬁnga 1§ non- competltlve'processmn tharf emphasizes
»=|,, ,_géat‘tftrpatlon over victory. First held in 1974 the event was created °
as a.response to the grbwmg number of Motorboats in Venice’ s "7 ,,
canals, which weré’tau’smg damaging waves and eroding the city's ",u RS
fragile foundations. What began as a protest has since evolved 2
into an annual festival.that champions human- poweredﬁtlng ‘.
and presﬁs the traditions of Venetian rowing. v RNL e
The course stretches approximately 18 miles, winding througfh\_r,____
m LaéooHround nearby islands, and back into the
heart of the c‘t‘y Pamupants set off from the iconicSt. Mark's
" Basin, passing landmarks such'a@sthe Doge’s Palace and th?{
Campanile before heading out toward Burano, Murano, and othe
picturesque islands. The route offers a rare and breathtaki

perspective of Venice, one that blends its architectural r
with the serene beauty of the lagoon. r
What truly sets the Vogalonga apart is its inclusivity. e are
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no restrictions on boat types, aside from not being motorized, /

and the event welcomes everything from traditional Venetian o
gondolas and sandolos to kayaks, dragon boats, and even

elaborate homemade vessels. Rowers of all ages and skill levels
take part, united by a shared appreciation for the city and its R
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% maritime culture. The diversity of boats creates a colorful and
-
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eclectic flotilla that stretches for miles, turning the lagoon into a :

medley of shapes, sounds, and stories. AN ITALIA COImECnON FOR

The pageantry, while less formal than that of events like Royal

Ascot in Great Britain, is no less captivating. Many participants PRIMERUS MEMBERS

embrace the festive spirit by dressing in costumes, flying flags, Primerus m%eﬁsﬁ law firm\ih\
or decorating their boats. Spectators line the canals, cheering on Italy, EDL Studio Légm\ e‘ﬁocated in \
i H H . | ——
rowers as they glide past historic palaces and under centuries- Milan, specializing in tax'law, mergers
- old bridges. The atmosphere is both celebratory and deeply & acqu15|t|bn\employmeﬂt and labor
communal, reflecting the unique character of Venice itself. law,~reél‘esta’te laW, éh'd more.
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https://www.primerus.com/law-firm/fdl-studio-legale/milan
https://www.shutterstock.com/image-photo/venice-6-june-2017-rowers-sail-664549480

Beyond its cultural significance, the Vogalonga
plays an important role in raising awareness about
environmental preservation. By promoting rowing and
discouraging motorized traffic - if only for a day - the
event highlights the impact of boat-generated waves on
Venice's delicate infrastructure. It serves as a reminder
of the need to protect the city’s waterways, which are not
only central to its identity but also vital to its survival.
— Economically, the Vogalonga provides a meaningful
-_":\ 3oost to Venice and the surroundlng region. The influx
5 fpa~rt|C|pamts and visitors supports;tocal hotels, S
rest"‘ﬂ'f'anté an'd small businesses, partlcularly inthe
i "days e dlng up to the event. Artlsans boat-makers,’
" and rowing c1ubs“§?% benefit from increased interest in
traditional crafts and equipment. While it may not carry
the same.#evel o!global com merual attention as larger - | e . :
sportnﬁvents its |mpact |s]’e§ﬁeepty thln the el s i LG © 2 - i VN A
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markable aspect of the Vogalonga
city often
traditions
both an 0 experience
Venice as it once was - qmet rhyt m|c and poweré‘d b
human effort rather than engines.-
As rowers dip their oars into the lagoon this | May, they
W|ll be participating in more than just a journey through
water. They will be part of a movement that celebrates

Igeser%hon'of one of the world’s most extraordmary
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