
A CINEMATIC SPRINGTIME CELEBRATION 
IN ARGENTINA’S BUSTLING CAPITAL CITY
Every April, Buenos Aires becomes one of the world’s most vibrant 
film capitals when it hosts the Buenos Aires International Festival of 
Independent Cinema, widely known by its Spanish acronym BAFICI. 

For more than two decades, this festival has transformed the 
Argentine capital into a bustling hub of cinematic creativity, drawing 
filmmakers, industry professionals, and movie lovers from around the 
globe together to celebrate diverse voices in independent cinema. 

BAFICI typically unfolds in early to mid-April each year, with recent 
editions running from April 1 to April 13. Over roughly 13 days, the festival 
runs screenings in multiple iconic Buenos Aires venues – from historic 
theaters like the San Martín Cultural Centre and Espacio INCAA Gaumont 
to contemporary spaces such as Cinépolis Plaza Houssay and CineArte 
Cacodelphia. 

More than just film screenings, BAFICI features a rich slate of 
competitions, retrospectives, special programs, and complementary 
events that engage audiences of all tastes and ages. Highlights include:
	• International and Argentine official competitions, where feature films 

and shorts from around the world compete for top honors.
	• Genre and avant-garde showcases, celebrating experimental and 

boundary-pushing cinema.
	• Special sections such as music-themed films, family programming 

(like BAFICITO for younger audiences), and curated retrospectives that 
often include restored classics or overlooked gems of years past.

	• Panels, masterclasses, and Q&A sessions with directors, actors, 
and industry professionals, offering insight into the art and craft of 
filmmaking.
These varied activities make the festival more than a series of screenings – 

they turn Buenos Aires into a living conversation about cinema. 

HISTORY AND GROWTH
First presented in April 1999, BAFICI was launched by the Ministry of 
Culture of the City of Buenos Aires to elevate independent cinema within 
Argentina and Latin America. In its inaugural year, the festival screened 
more than 150 films and welcomed notable guests like Francis Ford 
Coppola and Todd Haynes, attracting around 120,000 spectators. 

Over time, BAFICI grew dramatically, as by the time of the 2013 edition 
it was drawing more than 1 million attendees. Recent editions continue 
to draw diverse audiences both locally and internationally. Today, the 
program typically includes hundreds of films from dozens of countries, 
representing every corner of the cinematic world. 
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In recent years, the festival has also served as a cultural landmark that 
supports bold filmmaking and artistic expression – even amid periods of budget 
uncertainty for Argentina’s broader film industry. 

BAFICI is now widely regarded as one of Latin America’s most important film 
festivals, especially for independent and art-house cinema. Its international 
reputation attracts film submissions and guests from across the globe, and its 
screenings often include premieres not seen elsewhere in Argentina. 

Film lovers in Buenos Aires, a city already known for its rich cultural 
calendar and passionate arts community, embrace the festival with enthusiasm. 
The event fills movie theaters across the city with crowds eager to explore 
everything from thought-provoking documentaries to genre-bending 
international features. 

For many visitors, BAFICI is more than just a festival – it’s a window into 
global cinema that highlights films that might otherwise be overlooked in 
mainstream venues. Discussions and post-screening conversations often extend 
into the surrounding cafés, bookstores, and cultural centers that help define 
Buenos Aires’ creative energy. 

ECONOMIC IMPACT ON THE COMMUNITY
Beyond its cultural significance, the BAFICI generates a measurable economic 
impact on the city. As a major draw in the off-season of tourism, the festival 
brings a steady flow of visitors to Buenos Aires in April, boosting spending in 
multiple sectors:
	• Hospitality and accommodation benefit from festival-related travel, as 

hotel bookings increase with the arrival of international guests, filmmakers, 
and cinephiles. 

	• Restaurants, cafés, and nightlife venues see heightened activity as 
attendees gather before and after screenings, contributing to local revenue. 

	• Retail and cultural sectors also register increased foot traffic, as visitors 
explore the city’s cultural landmarks, museums, and shopping districts. 
Additionally, the festival’s workshops and industry events promote 

networking and professional development, which can help local filmmakers and 
cultural entrepreneurs foster future collaborations and projects – an indirect 
but important economic contribution to Argentina’s creative economy. 

Buenos Aires’ film festival is more than a showcase of movies; it is a 
celebration of artistic diversity and global storytelling. By bringing together films 
from across continents and fostering dialogue between creators and audiences, 
BAFICI reinforces Buenos Aires’ reputation as a dynamic cultural capital.
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