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The Ibero-American Theater Festival
BOGOTÁ’S GRAND CELEBRATION OF 
PERFORMANCE ARTS
Every two years in late March and early April, the vibrant streets of 
Bogotá, Colombia, transform into a sprawling stage for one of the world’s 
most extraordinary cultural events: Festival Iberoamericano de Teatro de 
Bogotá (Ibero-American Theater Festival). For approximately 17 days, this 
biennial extravaganza brings together performers, theater companies, 
and audiences from around the globe, turning the Colombian capital into 
a living showcase of the performing arts.  

ORIGINS AND HISTORY
The festival was conceived in 1988 by visionary Argentine-Colombian 
actress Fanny Mikey and cultural promoter Ramiro Osorio to 
commemorate Bogotá’s 450th anniversary. From its inaugural run – held 
from March 25 to April 3, 1988 – the mission was clear: to celebrate the 
diversity and plurality of global performing arts and foster intercultural 
understanding.

Since that first edition, the event has grown into not just Colombia’s 
most significant cultural showcase but arguably the largest theater 
festival in the world. It features hundreds of productions – from classic 
stage plays to avant-garde performances – offered by companies from the 
Americas, Europe, Africa, and Asia. 

FEATURED ACTIVITIES
What makes the festival truly remarkable is its breadth. Over its roughly 
17-day run each season, it presents:
	• Theatrical productions spanning drama, comedy, classics, 

contemporary works, and experimental theater.
	• Street theater and outdoor performances staged in public spaces 

such as plazas, parks, streets, and university campuses, making art 
accessible to all. 

	• Dance, pantomime, puppetry, circus arts, and music concerts woven 
into the program to enrich the cultural experience. 

	• Workshops, masterclasses, and academic panels led by seasoned 
practitioners and international masters that offer insights into acting, 
direction, production, and theatrical theory. 

	• Special spaces like the “Carpa Cabaret” and dedicated children’s 
programming, highlighting the festival’s inclusive approach and 
appeal to all ages. 

Performances take place across Bogotá’s numerous theaters, 
including historic venues and unconventional spaces such as markets, 
convention centers, and even street corners, ensuring the arts permeate 
into the city’s fabric. 
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A COLOMBIAN CONNECTION
FOR PRIMERUS MEMBERS

Primerus has a member law firm 
in Colombia, Pinilla, González & 

Prieto Abogados, located in Bogotá, 
specializing in urban development, 
zoning, real estate, and an expanse  

of industries.
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POPULARITY AND GLOBAL REACH
Bogotá’s theater festival has earned global recognition, not just for its size, but 
for its scope and reach. Recent editions have included over 800 performances 
by more than 100 international and 170 Colombian companies drawn from five 
continents. 

Attendance figures consistently reflect the festival’s popularity. Some 
reports estimate audiences in the millions, with locals and international 
visitors attending performances in theaters and on city streets. Bogotá, already 
celebrated for its cultural vibrancy, embraces the festival as a time of communal 
celebration and artistic exchange.

Thanks in part to the festival, Bogotá has become known as a theater capital 
in Latin America, supported by a robust local arts community and thousands of 
performance academies that make the city a hive of creative energy year-round.

ECONOMIC IMPACT ON BOGOTÁ
While cultural impact is at the heart of the festival, its economic influence 
is equally noteworthy. The influx of visitors – artists, theater professionals, 
students, and tourists – boosts Bogotá’s hospitality sector, including hotels, 
restaurants, and transportation services. The festival’s timing in early spring 
aligns with shoulder season tourism, helping local businesses benefit from 
increased foot traffic outside peak summer months.

Visitors attending performances and workshops often extend their stays to 
explore Bogotá’s broader cultural landscape, contributing to the economy by 
spending on tours, museums, gastronomy, and retail. Though exact figures vary 
by edition, events of this scale typically generate millions of dollars in local 
economic activity, supporting jobs in tourism, arts administration, hospitality, 
and related sectors. 

Moreover, the festival’s free and low-cost programming encourages high 
attendance, extending economic benefits beyond ticketed venues to parks, 
street vendors, and community spaces where performances draw crowds and 
commerce alike.

WHY IT MATTERS
The Ibero-American Theater Festival of Bogotá stands as a cultural beacon – not 
only celebrating theater but nurturing global artistic dialogue and exchange. 
It enriches Bogotá’s cultural calendar, brings international attention to Latin 
America’s performing arts, and creates an urban atmosphere unlike any other 
for nearly three weeks every two years.

For travelers seeking a deep dive into creative expression, community 
engagement, and cultural diversity, witnessing this festival in person offers a 
compelling reason to visit Bogotá during late March and early April. Beyond 
performances, the city pulses with artistic energy, making the festival a 
highlight of Colombia’s cultural tourism and an inspiration for all who attend.
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