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observatories and offers breathtaking stargazing. The sumr
sees snow, providing a surreal contrast to the island’s tropica
climate below. ¥

Hawaii's history is as rich as its landscapes. The islands were
first settled around 1,500 years ago by Polynesians who navigated
thousands of miles from their homes of origin using only the stars
and ocean currents. They established a complex society ruled by -
chiefs and rooted in traditions like hula, storytelling, and respect for
the land.

In 1778, British explorer Captain James Cook became the first
European to arrive in Hawaii. By the late 19th century, American
influence had grown, culminating in the controversial overthrow
of the Hawaiian Kingdom in 1893. Queen Lili‘uokalani, Hawaii's last
monarch, remains a powerful symbol of resistance and cultural pride.
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