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i CEi.‘EBRATlON THAT DEFINES THE CITY '

i i Eééh March, Chicago transforms mtbk:)nié B?’%%'UM
recognizable St. Patrick’s Day destinations in the world. What
began as'a modest ethnic observance has evolv@d'm\fﬁ'a\}tymde
extravaganza, anchored by the iconic dyeing of the Chicago River
and a host of parades, festivals, and neighborhood celebrations
that draw millions of residents and visitors allkem
1 Chlcago s St. Patrick’s Day festivities typicall the
-ereké'ﬁd closest to March 17, though celebrations often span
several days. The most famous event - the annum&Hg Uf’fﬂ T
Chicago River - takes place on the Saturday morning before St. K =
Patrick's Day. Crews pour an environmentally safe'dye into the river, & o
turning it a vivid emerald green‘for several hourH%Fd‘/\i‘ag‘ﬁhe y\
bridges and riverwalks downtown. 1

' Later that day, the downtown St. Patrick’s Day Parade step _:
| near Grant Park and proceeds norththrough the Loop, feﬁﬁﬂ'mg R 7
marching bands, Irish dance troupes, bagpipers, and community i 3 i

organizations. In addition to the main parade, neﬁg’HWﬁ“‘j = ! v =
. parades in areas such as the South Side and Northwest Side'extend i | ===l = =
the celebration into communities with deep Irish-American roots. | . e

Bars, restaurants, and music venues across the Cfty‘ﬁos‘t theméd‘

Historical Roots H{{ %, ’

gh gggs S.{ Patrick's Day trad |t|”oﬁ‘g ?}gte back to the mid-19th
ury, when1r§h |mrﬁ‘|grants arrived in large numbers, many
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exbresﬁons of cultural pride and polltlcal visibility at a time when
Irish communities faced discrimination.

" The river dyeing tradition, now synonymous with Chicago,
began‘fﬁ"f96'i Originally inspired by a dye used to detect pollution
lea’ké‘"Eit'f'dfﬁcials adapted the concept into a celebratory display.
A /er time, the practice became one of the most photographed
| St. Patrick’s Day rituals in the world, firmly establishing Chicago’s

l
':“Q'putatlon for domg the holiday bigger and bolder than anywhere

Chicago's St. Patrick’s Day celebration is frequently cited among
the largest in the United States, rivaling even cities with longer Irish
histories. The combination of a dramatic urban backdrop, a visually
striking river transformation, and multiple parades makes the event
uniquely Chicagoan.
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v Patnek s Bay;evenue helps offset. slower winter months

t. Patrick’s Day

Chicago, Illinois, U.S.

Tourists travel from across the country - and
increasingly from abroad - to experience the festivities.
Social media and live broadcasts amplify the event's
reach, with images of the green river circulating globally
each year. For many visitors, attending Chicago’s St.
Patrick's Day is a bucket-list experience.

Economic Impact on the City

Beyond its cultural importance, St. Patrick’s Day
delivers a substantial economic boost to Chicago. Hotels
see increased occupancy rates during the celebration
wee,w,wm,r?staurants, bars, and retail businesses
report same of their highest revenues of the year.
“==The event supports thousands of temporary jobs in
hospitality, event staffing, transportation, and security.
R’iver tours, cliarter boats, and downtown attractions
also benefit:froft increased foot traffic. Accordlng to C|ty

estlmates and tourism officials, St. mmak Day generates
|,
tens.of mitlions of dollars in direct M

£ t
activity:annually. Ili WF ‘!ll -
Nelghborhaod celebrations play-an lmportant role
as wellx keepmg spending local and supportmg small
busmesses across the city. For many establlshments St.
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. and sets the tone for'the spring tourism season. &) '”%E °s
ChrCago s StePatrick's:Pay celebratlon is more thaﬁ a = I Ll we TR
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hollday it |sa eﬂectlon'ofth.e C|tys |dent|ty It b[ends -y [ ! i
~ immigrant hist civic gride, humor and scale-iAtd” . & . mz < el T a0 A T
a.s.l_ngle tHat Welcomes everyone Irish or not. . i :_ el oR gl e "
a ErUMThe re ) : : : 3 , ' g e T -.-.-: i i 4
3 A ' . v vy ':: o . :::l L = - [-

"o
an

[MPRIMERUS The World's Finest Law Firms WWW.primerus.com



