
Fast Facts
Capital: Olympia
Population: 7.9 million
Highest Point: Mount Ranier (14,410 feet)
Waterfall: Snoqualmie Falls (286 feet)
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THE EVERGREEN JEWEL OF THE PACIFIC 
NORTHWEST

Located in the northwestern corner of the United States, 
Washington State is a land of breathtaking landscapes, vibrant 
cities, and rich cultural history. Known as the Evergreen State, it is 
characterized by lush forests, majestic mountains, and a dynamic 
economy. Washington offers visitors an enticing mix of natural 
beauty and urban sophistication, making it a must-visit destination.

Washington is home to approximately 7.9 million residents, its 
population reflecting a blend of cultures and traditions. The state’s 
major cities, including Seattle, Spokane, and Tacoma, are vibrant 
hubs of activity, while smaller towns and rural areas offer a more 
tranquil escape.

Geographically, Washington is stunningly diverse. The Cascade 
Range divides the state into two distinct regions: the wetter, forested 
west and the arid, agricultural east. The western side includes the 
Pacific coastline, Puget Sound, and the Olympic Peninsula, while the 
eastern region is known for its rolling hills, fertile farmland, and 
wine country. The state is dotted with volcanoes, including Mount 
St. Helens, which was the site of a major eruption in May 1980 that 
claimed 57 lives.

European exploration began in the 18th century, and Washington 
became a vital part of the Oregon Trail during the westward 
expansion of the United States. It achieved statehood in 1889, 
becoming the 42nd state. The state’s strategic location and natural 
resources have played key roles in its development, particularly 
during World War II when Boeing helped establish Seattle as a major 
center for aviation.

Washington’s economy is a powerhouse, driven by multiple 
industries. It is the birthplace of global giants such as Microsoft, 
Amazon, Starbucks, and Boeing. The tech sector has transformed the 
state into a hub of innovation and entrepreneurship.

Agriculture also plays a significant role, with Washington leading 
the nation in the production of apples, cherries, and hops. The 
state’s wine industry has flourished, with the Columbia Valley 
earning international acclaim for its vineyards. Additionally, the Port 
of Seattle and Port of Tacoma are vital gateways for international 
trade, underscoring Washington’s economic importance.

The state capital, Olympia, is a charming city nestled at the 
southern tip of the Puget Sound. Known for its lively arts scene 
and historic landmarks, Olympia provides a serene yet dynamic 
atmosphere.
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Seattle, the largest city in Washington, is a bustling 
metropolis renowned for its iconic landmarks, cultural 
attractions, and thriving tech industry. Known as the Emerald 
City, Seattle is surrounded by water and mountains, offering 
stunning views and endless activities. From the towering Space 
Needle to the bustling Pike Place Market, the city is a magnet for 
tourists and residents alike.

Top 5 Must-See Tourist Destinations

•	 Mount Rainier National Park: Dominating the skyline at 
14,410 feet, Mount Rainier is an ageless symbol of Washington 
State. The national park surrounding this active volcano 
offers stunning alpine scenery, a plethora of wildlife, and 
miles of hiking trails. Popular activities include visiting 
Paradise and Sunrise, the park’s most accessible areas, and 
marveling at the spectacular wildflower displays in summer.

•	 Seattle and the Space Needle: No trip to Washington is 
complete without exploring Seattle. The Space Needle, a 
legacy of the 1962 World’s Fair, offers panoramic views of 
the city and surrounding landscapes. Pike Place Market, the 
Museum of Pop Culture, and the Chihuly Garden and Glass 
exhibit are other must-visit attractions.

•	 Olympic National Park: A UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
Olympic National Park is a treasure trove of biodiversity. 
From the rugged coastline of Ruby Beach to the temperate 
rainforests of Hoh and the glaciated peaks of Hurricane 
Ridge, the park showcases the state’s natural wonders. 
Visitors can hike, camp, or simply soak in the park’s serene 
beauty.

•	 San Juan Islands: Located off the northern coast of the state, 
the San Juan Islands offer a peaceful retreat. Accessible by 
ferry, these islands are known for their charming towns, 
kayaking opportunities, and abundant wildlife, including 
orcas and bald eagles. Friday Harbor, on San Juan Island, is a 
popular destination for art galleries, shops, and local cuisine.

•	 Columbia River Gorge and Wine Country: The Columbia River 
Gorge is a stunning natural wonder, with towering cliffs, 
waterfalls, and scenic viewpoints. The region is also home 
to Washington’s burgeoning wine country, where visitors can 
tour vineyards and sample world-class wines. The town of 
Walla Walla is a particular favorite for wine enthusiasts.
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