
Fast Facts
Capital: Juneau
Population: 740,000
Highest Point: Mt. Denali (20,310 feet)
Economic engines: Oil production, tourism, and 

fishing

Primerus Member: Landye Bennett Blumstein LLP

Landye Bennett Blumstein LLP, a full-service 
law firm located in Anchorage.

THE LAST FRONTIER OF WILD BEAUTY 
AND WONDER

Vast, untamed, and breathtaking, Alaska is unlike any other place 
in the United States. Known as "The Last Frontier," it is a land where 
glaciers meet the ocean, mountains pierce the sky, and wildlife 
roams free. With a population of just under 740,000 people spread 
across more than 663,000 square miles, Alaska is the largest state 
in the U.S. by area – but among the least densely populated. This 
rugged northern state is a dream destination for adventurers, nature 
lovers, and those seeking solitude in the great outdoors.

Alaska is located in the far northwest corner of North America, 
bordered by Canada to the east, the Arctic Ocean to the north, 
the Pacific Ocean to the south, and Russia across the Bering Strait 
to the west. The state’s geography is staggering in its diversity: 
snow-capped mountain ranges, vast boreal forests, tundra plains, 
fjords, glaciers, and more than 3 million lakes. Alaska’s coastline is 
longer than that of all other U.S. states combined, and its natural 
ecosystems support a rich array of wildlife, from grizzly bears and 
moose to orcas and bald eagles.

The capital city, Juneau, sits in southeastern Alaska and is only 
accessible by boat or plane – there are no roads connecting it to the 
rest of the state. Nestled between the sea and towering mountains, 
Juneau is a charming mix of Native Alaskan heritage, Gold Rush 
history, and modern-day governmental function. Its proximity to 
glaciers, fjords, and wilderness makes it a favorite among cruisers 
and outdoor explorers alike.

Towering at 20,310 feet, Denali (formerly known as Mount 
McKinley) is not only Alaska’s highest peak but also the tallest 
mountain in North America. Located in Denali National Park and 
Preserve, the mountain rises dramatically from a broad plain and is a 
dominant feature of the landscape. Climbing Denali is a serious feat 
reserved for experienced mountaineers, but visitors can take in its 
awe-inspiring presence from afar through scenic drives, flightseeing 
tours, or hiking routes within the national park.

Alaska’s rich history dates back thousands of years, with 
Indigenous peoples including the Inuit, Athabaskan, Tlingit, and 
Aleut living sustainably across its diverse regions. Russian explorers 
arrived in the 18th century, and Alaska was eventually sold to the 
United States in 1867 for $7.2 million, a purchase once mocked as 
“Seward’s Folly.”

Alaska By Tom Kirvan



	 The World’s Finest Law Firms	 www.primerus.com

The Klondike Gold Rush of the late 1800s brought waves of 
settlers and fortune-seekers. Alaska gained statehood in 1959, 
becoming the 49th U.S. state. The discovery of oil in Prudhoe Bay 
in 1968 and the completion of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline in the 
1970s transformed the state’s economy and infrastructure.

Five Must-See Destinations

•	 Denali National Park and Preserve: This 6-million-acre park 
is home to a stunning variety of landscapes and wildlife. In 
addition to its namesake peak, Denali, the park offers visitors 
the chance to see wolves, bears, caribou, and Dall sheep. The 
Denali Park Road cuts deep into the wilderness and offers 
scenic bus tours and hiking trails that allow visitors to truly 
immerse themselves in the natural splendor.

•	 Glacier Bay National Park and Preserve: Located in 
southeastern Alaska near Juneau, Glacier Bay is a marine and 
coastal wilderness of towering glaciers, iceberg-filled fjords, 
and diverse marine life. Whale watching, kayaking, and glacier 
viewing are among the top activities here, and it’s a popular 
stop for cruise ships navigating Alaska’s Inside Passage.

•	 Kenai Fjords National Park: Just outside the town of Seward, 
Kenai Fjords is a landscape where mountains and ice meet 
the sea. The Hubbard Glacier and Exit Glacier offer accessible 
ways to witness glacial power, while boat tours through 
Resurrection Bay showcase tidewater glaciers, puffins, sea 
otters, and orcas.

•	 Anchorage: Alaska’s largest city, Anchorage combines 
urban amenities with easy access to wilderness. From the 
Alaska Native Heritage Center, which explores Indigenous 
cultures, to the Tony Knowles Coastal Trail, perfect for biking 
and wildlife spotting, Anchorage is both a gateway and a 
destination in its own right. It's also a great base for visiting 
Chugach State Park, one of the largest state parks in the U.S.

•	 Fairbanks and the Northern Lights: Located in Alaska’s 
interior, Fairbanks is one of the best places in the world to 
see the aurora borealis (Northern Lights), particularly from 
late August through April. The city also offers opportunities 
to soak in natural hot springs, visit Arctic villages, and explore 
the remote wilderness of Gates of the Arctic National Park.
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