
Fast Facts
Capital: Santa Fe
Population: 2.1 million
Economic engines: Science and Technology, 

Mining, and Tourism
Highest Point: Wheeler Peak (13,161 feet)

Primerus Member: Hinkle Shanor LLP

Hinkle Shanor LLP, a full-service law firm with 
offices in Albuquerque, Roswell, and Santa Fe.

THE ‘LAND OF ENCHANTMENT’ BECKONS
New Mexico is a state of stark contrasts and deep cultural roots. 

With its breathtaking landscapes, rich history, and vibrant blend 
of Native American, Hispanic, and Anglo influences, the “Land of 
Enchantment” offers a truly unique travel experience. 

New Mexico is home to approximately 2.1 million people, making 
it one of the least densely populated states in the U.S. Despite 
its relatively small population, it boasts a remarkable diversity of 
cultures and traditions. The state has a significant Native American 
population, with 23 federally recognized tribes, including the Navajo, 
Apache, and Pueblo. Additionally, its Hispanic heritage is deeply 
rooted, dating back to Spanish colonization in the 16th century.

Geographically, New Mexico is one of the most diverse states 
in the U.S. It features vast deserts, towering mountains, sprawling 
plains, and dense forests. The Sangre de Cristo Mountains, an 
extension of the Rockies, dominate the northern part of the state, 
while the southern regions are characterized by arid deserts and 
striking rock formations. The Rio Grande River runs through the 
heart of New Mexico, providing a lush contrast to the surrounding 
landscapes.

New Mexico’s history stretches back thousands of years. 
Long before European exploration, the Ancestral Puebloans built 
remarkable cliff dwellings and villages, some of which remain 
preserved today. The arrival of Spanish explorers in the late 1500s 
brought profound changes, as missions and settlements were 
established.

In 1821, Mexico gained independence from Spain, and New Mexico 
became a Mexican territory until it was ceded to the United States in 
1848 following the Mexican-American War. It became the 47th state 
in 1912. During the 20th century, New Mexico played a key role in 
military and scientific advancements, most notably as the site of the 
Manhattan Project, which developed the first atomic bomb at Los 
Alamos National Laboratory.

New Mexico’s economy is a mix of traditional and modern 
industries. Historically, agriculture, mining, and ranching have been 
economic staples. The state is known for its production of chili 
peppers, pecans, and cattle.

In recent decades, New Mexico has become a hub for science and 
technology. Los Alamos National Laboratory and Sandia National 
Laboratories contribute to research in nuclear energy and national 
security. The state is also a leader in space exploration, with 
Spaceport America serving as a launch site for commercial space 
travel.
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Tourism is another major economic driver for New 
Mexico, with visitors drawn to the state’s natural beauty, 
historic sites, and vibrant arts scene. The film industry has 
flourished in recent years, thanks to New Mexico’s striking 
landscapes and generous tax incentives for filmmakers.

The state capital, Santa Fe, is the oldest capital city in 
the U.S., founded in 1610. It is known for its well-preserved 
Spanish colonial architecture, thriving arts scene, and 
distinctive Pueblo-style adobe buildings. Santa Fe is a 
cultural haven, home to numerous art galleries, museums, 
and the renowned Santa Fe Opera.

Albuquerque, the largest city in New Mexico, is a vibrant 
urban center that balances modernity with deep historical 
roots. Situated along Route 66, it is known for its annual 
Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta, which fills the sky 
with hundreds of colorful hot air balloons every October.

Top 5 Must-See Tourist Destinations

•	 Carlsbad Caverns National Park: Hidden beneath the 
Chihuahuan Desert, Carlsbad Caverns is a mesmerizing 
underground wonderland featuring more than 100 
caves. Visitors can explore the famous Big Room, one of 
the largest underground chambers in North America, or 
witness the spectacular evening sight of thousands of 
bats emerging from the caverns and taking to the sky.

•	 White Sands National Park: One of the most surreal 
landscapes in the world, White Sands National Park 
features vast dunes of glistening white gypsum sand. 
Visitors can hike, sled down the dunes, or simply 
marvel at the stunning scenery. The park is particularly 
enchanting during sunrise and sunset when the sands 
glow with soft pastel hues.

•	 Taos Pueblo: A UNESCO World Heritage Site, Taos Pueblo 
is one of the oldest continuously inhabited communities 
in North America. This stunning adobe village has been 
home to the Tiwa-speaking Native American people 
for more than 1,000 years. A visit to Taos Pueblo offers 
a rare glimpse into indigenous traditions, crafts, and 
architecture that have remained largely unchanged for 
centuries.

•	 Bandelier National Monument: Located in the Jemez 
Mountains, Bandelier National Monument is home to the 
well-preserved ruins of Ancestral Puebloan dwellings. 
Visitors can hike scenic trails leading to cliffside cave 
dwellings, petroglyphs, and kivas, offering a fascinating 
window into the lives of the ancient inhabitants of the 
region.

•	 Chaco Culture National Historical Park: One of the most 
significant archaeological sites in North America, Chaco 
Canyon was a major center of Ancestral Puebloan culture 
from the 9th to the 13th century. The park contains the 
ruins of massive stone buildings, ceremonial kivas, and 
intricate astronomical alignments, revealing a highly 
advanced civilization. Stargazing in Chaco is particularly 
awe-inspiring, as it is one of the few designated 
International Dark Sky Parks in the U.S.

New Mexico


