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~ West Virginia holds a distinctive place in American history. It
was formed during the Civil War in 1863, when it broke away from - 4
Confederate Virginia to join the Union, becoming the only state to :
form by seceding from a Confederate state.
The state’ s history is closely-tied to the coal mining, rallroads
~and labor movements. The early 20th century saw nume_rous labor
© struggles, including the infamous Battle of Blair Mountain, one of the
largest labor uprisings in U.S. histery. West Virginia’s coal heritage
continues to shape its cultural identity, even as the state transitions
into a more diversified economy. z—,_f :
Historically, coal mining and logging were the cornerstones of
West Vlrglnla s economy. While these industries remain |mportant
[ sgg;ehas diversified in recent decades. Manufacturlng, energy,
healthcare and education now play significant roles. Tourlsm B

o espeaally eco-tourism and outdoor recreation, is a growmg sector .

thanks to the state’s abundant natural beauty.
West Vlrglma is also investing in renewable energy and
-,technology sectors, aiming to revitalize areas affected by the decllne :
~of coal Programs to promote small business growth, particularly .
in tourism and craft mdustnes are helpmg to reshape the state’s - 62
-~ economic future E s ST D 0 4
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Fast Facts

Capital: Charleston
Population: 1.8 million
Highest Point: Spruce Knob (4,863 feet)
Motto: Mountaineers Are Always Free
Primerus Members: ,_ L
"+ Hendrickson & Long PLLC, PBL & PDI
 (Charleston, West Virginia, U.S.)
~ Wharton Aldhizer & Weaver, PLC PBLI & PDI -

(Harrisonburg, West Virginia, US.)
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dome, stroll through'l
farmers’ markets, or enjoy performances at the Clay Cente
- for the Arts and Sciences. . vad State Pa
Despite its modest size, Charleston serves as a cultural a ride on the Cass Scenic Railroa d, whet
for the state, offering vibrant festivals, historic locomotives take you up Cheat Mountain. OF
ds, and a burgeoning food scene.

Z’ nal Park and Preserve: Recently

~ designated as nited States’ newest national park,

a museum.

the New River Gorge is a haven for outdoor enthusiasts.
“Known for the iconic New River Gorge Bridge, one of
the longest single-span arch bridges in the world, the
park offers whitewater rafting, rock climbing, hiking,
~-~and breathtaking views. The annual Bridge Day.draws
~ daredevils and spectators alike for a day of BASE

jumping and celebration.

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park: Located at the.
confluence of the Potomac and Shenar}do‘ah.B13“1;51@‘fgésg;;7
Harpers Ferry is §teé~pe’d in Civil War histor
the-si%é‘eﬁ?gbo[itionist John Brown'’s raid-in

event leading up to t it A
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