
Fast Facts
Capital: Bern
Population: 8.8 million
Languages: German, French, Italian, and Romansh
Highest Point: Dunantspitze, 15,203 feet
Currency: Swiss Franc

Primerus Member: Suter Howald 
Rechtsanwälte

Suter Howald Rechtsanwälte, an immigration 
law firm based in Zurich.

A SNOW-CAPPED JEWEL OF THE ALPS
Located in the heart of Europe, Switzerland is a country renowned 

for its pristine landscapes, rich history, and dynamic culture. 
Despite its small size, this landlocked nation offers an abundance 
of experiences that captivate travelers year-round. Whether you’re 
drawn by the snow-capped peaks of the Alps, the thriving cities, or the 
country’s commitment to neutrality and innovation, Switzerland has 
something to offer everyone.

Switzerland’s population is approximately 8.8 million, featuring a 
diverse mix of linguistic and cultural identities. The country recognizes 
four national languages: German, French, Italian, and Romansh, 
reflecting the rich mosaic of its heritage. English, however, is widely 
spoken, particularly in cities and tourist regions. 

Geographically, Switzerland is a land of contrasts. The towering 
Alps dominate the southern and central regions, offering breathtaking 
views and world-class skiing. In the north lies the Swiss Plateau, a 
region of rolling hills and vibrant cities. In the west, the Jura Mountains 
provide a more rugged charm. With more than 1,500 lakes, including 
the famous Lake Geneva and Lake Zurich, Switzerland is a haven for 
nature enthusiasts.

Switzerland’s history is a testament to its resilience and 
commitment to political neutrality. Founded in 1291 through the 
Eternal Alliance of three cantons, Switzerland gradually expanded into 
a confederation. It maintained its neutrality during both World Wars, 
solidifying its reputation as a haven for diplomacy and international 
cooperation. Today, Switzerland is home to numerous international 
organizations, including the Red Cross, and several United Nations 
offices.

Despite its modest size, Switzerland boasts one of the world’s most 
stable and prosperous economies. Its GDP per capita consistently 
ranks among the highest globally, driven by sectors like finance, 
pharmaceuticals, precision engineering, and tourism. The cities of 
Zurich, the financial capital, and Geneva, a hub for international 
diplomacy, underscore the country’s economic importance. 
Switzerland is also famed for its luxury watches, delectable chocolate, 
and innovative scientific research.

The capital city, Bern, is a charming blend of medieval 
architecture and modern amenities. Its Old Town, a UNESCO World 
Heritage Site, features cobblestone streets, ornate fountains, and the 
iconic Zytglogge clock tower. On the other hand, Zurich, the largest 
city, is a bustling metropolis that serves as the country’s economic 
and cultural hub. With its vibrant arts scene, shopping districts, and 
proximity to Lake Zurich, the city attracts both business travelers and 
tourists.
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Top 5 Must-See Tourist Destinations

•	 Matterhorn and Zermatt: The Matterhorn, one of 
the most recognizable mountains in the world, is a 
symbol of Switzerland’s natural beauty. Located near 
the car-free village of Zermatt, the iconic peak offers 
activities for adventurers and sightseers alike. Skiing, 
mountaineering, and the Gornergrat railway – a scenic 
train ride – are just a few highlights.

•	 Lake Geneva and Montreux: Stretching along the border 
with France, Lake Geneva is a shimmering expanse of 
water surrounded by vineyards, historic towns, and 
the majestic Alps. The city of Geneva, known for its 
international organizations and the Jet d’Eau fountain, 
is a key attraction. Nearby, Montreux hosts the annual 
Montreux Jazz Festival and boasts the enchanting Chillon 
Castle.

•	 Jungfraujoch and the Bernese Oberland: Known as the 
“Top of Europe,” Jungfraujoch offers visitors the chance 
to experience the Alps’ grandeur from an elevation of 
11,332 feet. The cogwheel train journey to this high-
altitude destination passes through picturesque 
villages and breathtaking landscapes. Nearby towns 
like Interlaken and Grindelwald serve as gateways to 
adventure.

•	 Lucerne and Mount Pilatus: Lucerne, with its well-
preserved medieval core and stunning lakeside setting, 
is a must-visit destination. Highlights include the Chapel 
Bridge, Lion Monument, and Swiss Museum of Transport. 
For panoramic views, take a cable car or cogwheel 
railway up Mount Pilatus, a peak steeped in local legend.

•	 St. Moritz and the Engadin Valley: St. Moritz is 
synonymous with luxury and alpine elegance. A premier 
winter sports destination, it has hosted the Winter 
Olympics twice. The surrounding Engadin Valley offers 
year-round activities, from hiking to thermal spas. The 
area’s sunny climate and pristine environment make it a 
favorite for nature lovers.
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